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turning round. Our men took a number of excellent horses
and gold-laced jackets. So far all had gone well; but as I
galloped after the stream of pursuers I was not without
anxiety as to the end of this curious fight. The hills on
each, side of the stream were falling away, and it was clear
that we were approaching the end of the valley. There we
should probably find a plain full of infantry > and might have
to pay dear for our success. Happily it was not so. On
issuing from the defile we saw nothing but the cavalry,
including the main portion of Ott's hussars, whom we had
just handled so roughly, and who now drew along some
fifteen squadrons with them in their headlong retreat on
Hanau.

Then General S^bastiani made his three divisions of
cavalry debouch. These were soon supported by the infantry
under Victor and Macdonald, with several batteries; the
Emperor and part of the guard presently appeared, and the
remainder" of the army followed. It was the evening of
October 21. We bivouacked in a neighbouring wood, at not
more than a league from Hanau and the Austro-Bavarian
army.t in a narrow place the advantage
